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Budget Expenditure and Income Source Report: 

 
 

 
Legislative 

Appropriation 

 
Funding Leveraged 

from Other Sources 

Total Expenditures 
on Approved 

Education Programs 

Legislative 
Appropriation % of 
Total Expenditures 

 

Personnel 190,558 215,785 406,343 46.9% 

Travel 8,000 8,744 16,744 47.8% 

Materials 8,000 20,760 28,760 27.8% 

Production Costs 15,000 7,399 22,399 67.0% 

TOTAL 221,558 252,688 474,246 46.7% 

 

 

 

2016 – 2017 Total Services Provided* 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Services Provided: 

 Districts | Charter Schools | Schools | Home School Students | Instructional Hours | Teachers | Students 

      27                        16                   157                          138                                    500                    1,842        29,482 

 



Description of Services Rendered Through POPS: 

RURAL TOURING  
 

Ririe-Woodbury Dance Company completed a very successful year touring to schools throughout rural Utah.  

We were able to visit 15 school districts, spread over a wide area of the state and bring dance education to 

locations often deprived of arts and culture offerings: Please refer to the map below.  In all, we were able to 

serve over 11,000 students and 600 teachers, many in remote areas of the state.  

It is our goal to provide as much time working directly with students as we can.  Setting up successful tours in 

isolated and underserved school districts can be a challenge.  However, we are guided by the certainty that all 

Utah schoolchildren deserve the benefits that the arts can provide. Through effective communication, 

flexibility, and a creative approach, we are able to meet each location’s specific needs.  Our rural touring 

program includes interactive performance-demonstrations, creative movement classes, parent/child nights, 

and teacher workshops. 

 

 

With my students being so “isolated” in Northern Utah I am always looking for new ways to expose 

them to the world of dance and its many opportunities. Your presentation as well as master class was 

fantastic and I loved watching them participate in all of it. 

 - Susan Adams, Dance Educator at Bear River High School 11/15/2016 



 

Coverage: Three companies, Children’s Dance Theater (CDT), Repertory Dance Theater (RDT), and Ririe-

Woodbury Dance Company – along with Ballet West – collaborate to visit every Utah school district at least 

once every three years.  This plan requires continuous communication and annual group assessment in order 

to stay on track toward accomplishing this three-year goal; along with the additional goal to serve every 

school in the state in a seven-year cycle.  As a group, we are able to provide the schools we visit one or more 

of the following: an in-school lecture demonstration, a series of movement classes, a teacher workshop, or a 

formal performance.  All offerings are designed to be appropriate for K-12 audiences.  The group is on target 

to successfully complete another seven-year cycle at the end of 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
Children in Rural Antimony, Utah participating with Ririe-Woodbury Dance Company dancers 

 
 

PERFORMANCES 
 

Onsite Student Matinees at the Rose Wagner Performing Arts Center: 
 

Ririe-Woodbury offers a free-of-charge series of matinee dress rehearsal performances for high school and 
middle school students.  These performances (three with our fall show and five with our spring show) are 
interspersed with commentary delivered by the Company’s education director. This contextualization, along 
with a Company-produced teacher’s guide, gives students and teachers the means to better appreciate what 
they are experiencing.  We send the guide in time for teachers to use the pre-performance lesson plans and 
prepare their group.  Last year, 800 students and teachers attended our high school and middle school 
matinees.  This program has become so popular that we continue to add additional performances to 
accommodate demand by participants – from one, to three matinee performances per show over the last 
three years. 
 

 

Tours Provided: 

    Districts       Charter Schools      Schools     Instructional Hours       Teachers       Students 

          15                         0                         53                        87                            616              11,790 

 



 
 
 

 
Ririe-Woodbury Dance Company dancers in “Physalia” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Capitol Theatre Student Matinees:   
 

Ririe-Woodbury performs a fully produced children’s show each year in late January, early February at the 
Capitol Theater.  This annual event includes a series of five free matinee performances for Utah 
schoolchildren, with a focus on elementary school students.   
 
This year we performed ELEMENTS, a grouping of dances that included:  

 Physalia (1977), a recreation of a piece originally commissioned by the Company and choreographed 
by Pilobolus Co-founders Moses Pendleton and Alison Chase.  Physalia is an alluringly organic work 
inspired by the graceful and absurd creatures that move on land and sea. 

 You and The Space Between (2014), a favorite repertory piece by Company alumnus Miguel Azcue, 
which utilizes live video feed that creates the illusion that the dancers are defying gravity in a 
mesmerizing exploration of space and time.   

 



The dances performed in ELEMENTS have parallels to curriculum subjects taught in elementary school, which 
opens up a great opportunity for using the teacher’s guide to facilitate exploration and discussion.   
 
Here are two examples: 
 
Ideas for activities inspired by the dance Physalia: 

 Create a shape which reminds you of something in the ocean.  Can you make a two-person shape that 
looks like a crab?  

Connection to math: the exploration of symmetry. 

 Can you make a three-person shape that looks like an octopus? 
Connection to science/marine biology: How many legs does an octopus have? 

 How many dancers does it take to make a whale? 

 How might these shapes move – can they travel?  
 
Then you can consider the energy quality of movement. Try these movements and share with the class: 

 How would you move if you were under the sea?  

 You can’t really move fast, can you? Why? Because you have to move through water. 

 What if you have to push through a wave?   
 
Ideas and activities inspired by the dance You and the Space Between: 

 Molding shapes – pair students together with another person they feel that they can work and stay 
focused with. One person is the molder and the other is the molded or the clay.   

 Molder can shape the other person by moving their body parts. Give a limit on the number of moves, 
perhaps three or four.   

 Move an arm (the molded holds it where it has been moved in space) then perhaps the molder moves 
the torso, then the head. The molded holds the position very still.   

 The molder stands beside the “clay” person and assumes the same shape he has designed.  

 When the “clay” feels that the molder is holding very still and turning into clay, s/he comes to life and 
begins to be the molder of his/her partner.  Now the roles have switched.   

 With several groups of two in the space, play some soft music and each group show the activity to the 
rest of the class. 

 
A Kindergarten teacher from Rose Park Elementary in the Salt Lake district gave us positive feedback after 
attending ELEMENTS: 
  

Our kinders at Rose Park absolutely loved the show last Friday! Thank you for the opportunity to 
experience dance at the Capital Theatre.  They loved the lighting, the energy, the dancers! There was no 
bother of kids not paying attention.  Their eyes were riveted on the stage! Our usher left a row between 
the group in front and our classes so the little ones could all see. Great plan! 
 
When we returned that afternoon, we cranked up music and the kids spontaneously started dancing 
around the room... leaping quite seriously, I might add! They are forever changed! 
 
We even got to see you on the stage! Thank you again.  This is the third year fieldtrip.  Let's make it a 
fourth next year! 
 
- Donna Chin, Rose Park Elementary, Salt Lake City District (Title-1) 

 
 



Over 5,700 children and teachers attended ELEMENTS this past year.  To our great delight, we received 
creative drawings from students that illustrate the positive impression attending a performance like 
ELEMENTS creates. (See examples on the last pages of this report). Ririe-Woodbury Dance Company is one of 
the few organizations that create fully-produced performances specifically for elementary age students.  Our 
fifty-plus years of experience in doing this allow us to use time-honed insight and understanding to enhance 
the quality of each new show.  This annual fully produced show with professional dancers in a professional 
venue is the culmination of our correlated dance education program. 
 

 
   

Utah Children at a Matinee Performance of “Elements” 

 
 
Performance Demonstrations in Schools 
 

Interactive performance-demonstrations are created to illustrate how dance is made up of the elements of 
SPACE, SHAPE, TIME, and ENERGY.  Performance-demonstrations also explore MOVEMENT as the medium of 
dance, and the BODY as the instrument of dance. This interactive and entertaining performance is the best 
way to introduce Company dancers to a school and allows students and dancers to establish a direct 
connection.  It is highly motivating for a student to be taught dance by a dancer who the pupil has, or will see 
on stage.  Students are more eager to engage in dance movement when they have seen a performance-
demonstration and participated in the accompanying activities.  The performance-demonstration structure 
allows for adaptation to non-traditional spaces and can be altered to meet various administrative needs.  Its 
direct and informal format allows students to interact with both the demonstration narrator and the individual 
dancers, and encourages making personal connections to the art form.  Finally, the professional quality of 
Ririe-Woodbury’s dancers brings an element of excitement to the learning process and builds enthusiasm for a 
fun activity presented in the course of an otherwise regular school day. 
 

 
 
 
 



The kids were very engaged and I’m sure it will bring about a great interest in dance for many kids. I’m 
sure a lot of ideas presented today will be remembered for years to come. My kids will look at art and 
dance differently from now on I’m sure!  
 
- A teacher from Wasatch Elementary School, Provo district 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Images of a Ririe-Woodbury Dance Company dancers and students during a Company Performance Demonstration 

 

 

Performances Provided: 

    Districts       Charter Schools      Schools     Instructional Hours       Teachers       Students 

          10                       12                        54                         47                            860             12,410 

 



RESIDENCIES  
 

Residencies, which include performances, demonstrations, creative movement classes, and choreographic 

work, are the core of Ririe-Woodbury’s in-depth education program for elementary schools.  They are 

designed to encourage students to explore, create, perform, critique, and become aesthetically literate.   

The Company collaborates with participating schools to set up schedules and determine needs.  The goal is to 

maximize student learning, with a target of providing from up to 18 hours of dance instruction per student.  

Classes engage concepts from the Utah Dance Core Curriculum as follows: MOVING dance technique and 

building bodily skills; movement EXPLORATION; INVESTIGATING and applying the possibilities of time, space, 

and energy; CREATING dances and studies; and CONTEXTUALIZING with discussion and analysis of classwork 

and performances.   

Our dancers prepare for residency work with annual training to develop their teaching skills. Formal and 

informal follow-up discussion and evaluations are encouraged from participating schools. The creative 

involvement encouraged in a dance residency develops character and strengthens life skills.  Physical and 

emotional development is enhanced and self-discipline, self-confidence, creative problem-solving skills, 

cooperation, and personal connection with community and the world at large are all modeled and nurtured.  

 

   
Images of a Ririe-Woodbury Dance Company dancers and students during a Company Residency 

 
 
Kids In Motion Residencies in Elementary Schools 

Kids In Motion is a two-week residency that includes a full suite of activities.  The entire school is involved in 
part of the program and at least one “core” class, designated by the school, receives in-depth instruction on a 
daily basis.  Activities include three classes per day, for eight days, taught by the Company dancers.  Additional 
activities include a performance-demonstration, a student performance by the participating classes for their 
school (along with invited family members), a teacher workshop, a parent/child evening, and a visit to a fully 
produced show at the Capitol Theater.  The dancers also collaborate with core curriculum teachers to help 
them expand instructional skills.  

The schools participating in this year’s elementary school residencies were: North Star Elementary (Salt Lake 
district), Backman Elementary (Salt Lake district), Parley’s Park Elementary (Park City district), Wilenmann 



School of Discovery (Charter), Franklin Elementary (Salt Lake district), and Parkside Elementary (Murray 
district). 
 
Feedback from teachers of participating schools: 
 

Dancers from Ririe Woodbury worked with Backman students for the past two weeks and today they 
performed for our entire student body. We watched as our fourth graders worked together to the beat 
of music and drums. During those moments on stage there was no distinction between our students 
who excel or struggle academically, who have challenging behaviors or thrive socially.  Our girls with 
hijabs danced with our boys from Mexico and Central America. Our black kids and white kids beamed 
with confidence, as did all of their peers. I stood there and thought "This is why we do what we do." 
 Each student with butterflies in their bellies got up in front on 500 people and radiantly shined as 
individuals and as a collective. They laughed and blushed and did their very best, then took a bow at the 
end.  I was a proud principal today. Thank you Ai, Alex and Daniel from Ririe Woodbury for reminding us 
of how beautiful we are! 
 
-Heather Newell, Principal at Backman Elementary School, (Salt Lake City School District, Title-1) 
 
Kids need to be exposed so they can appreciate and take part in this wonderful art form. Especially in 
Title-1 schools where many parents if not most do not have the time or funding to their kids to dance 
classes. This is life-changing for these kids. One of my students wrote “I want to be on Bashaun and 
Mary Lynn’s team. I want to be a dancer.” 
 
Your program, assembly, dancers and dance instruction have all been excellent–– beyond expectations 
as one teacher expressed. Please keep up this “Most excellent work.” We have many thanks–– from our 
staff, administration, teachers and the entire student body. 
 
We are so impressed and very grateful that our students had this “State of the Arts” experiences. Dance 
is such a very important part of self-expression. Our students in the classes developed confidence, joy in 
creating and a sense of accomplishments in performing, as well as an appreciation of the Modern 
Dance art form. 
 
-First grade teacher from North Star Elementary School, (Salt Lake City School District, Title-1) 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Kids In Motion Objectives: 
 

 Involve the whole child in an in-depth, high quality, and equitable d 

 ance experience as observer and participant, creator and critic  

 Understand and articulate the elements of dance 

 Help implement and extend the State Core Curriculum for Dance in schools where Ririe-
Woodbury Dance Company teaches 

 Build community between the Ririe-Woodbury dancers and students, parents, teachers, and 
school administrators 

 Work together with POPS dance organizations in accomplishing the three-year and seven-year 
plans 

 Encourage community collaborations whenever possible 
 



High School Choreography Residencies 
 

Each Ririe-Woodbury dancer is assigned to at least one high school each year to work with students to 
produce a piece of original choreography.  There is a lot of collaborative work involved in the project, which 
becomes a part of the high school dance company’s concert.  Company dancers work a minimum of fifteen 
hours at the school, as well as several hours in preparation and training.  The choreography must be suited to 
the needs of the school dance program, and auditioning of the student dancers involved is also a collaborative 
effort.  The high school dance teachers and students who have been involved love this program.  Having a 
professional dancer involved in the choreography greatly enhances the quality of the high school company’s 
concerts.  
 
This year, the following schools were served: Davis High School (Davis District), Granger High School (Granite 
district), Lone Peak High School (Alpine district), Timpview High School (Alpine district), West High School (Salt 
Lake District), and Viewmont High School (Davis district). We again revised a new agreement form for use 
between Company dancers and the high school teachers, this time around to encourage better 
communication and an effective and productive relationship.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

High School Choreography Residency Objectives:  
 

 Offer high school students technical training in dance 

 Provide high school students the experience of working in the creative process with a 
professional artist 

 Assist students in developing and rehearsing choreography they can perform as part of their 
company repertoire 

 Assist dance programs in providing in-depth experiences following the Utah Dance Core 
Curriculum with primary focus on Creative/Choreographic Processes and Meaning 

 Build stronger relationships with area high school dance educators and their students 

 

Total Residency Services Provided: 

    Districts       Charter Schools      Schools     Instructional Hours       Teachers       Students 

          6                            1                        12                        235                          238              4,488 

 

 



WORKSHOPS 

Ririe-Woodbury High School Dance Program: Step-Up 

Ririe-Woodbury’s Step-Up is a pre-professional program designed for high school age dancers who are 
considering dance as a concentration in college and as a career. This series of workshops is held in the Ririe-
Woodbury studio at the Rose Wagner Performing Arts Center throughout the school year.   
 
This past year, five students were accepted into the program through an audition process. The group, under 
the direction of Education Director Ai Fujii Nelson and Ririe-Woodbury Dancer Bashaun Williams, met twice a 
month – starting in September and ending in February. Each year, Step-Up dancers participate in dance 
technique, composition, and improvisation classes.  Other techniques, including jazz, ballet, and hip-hop are 
also offered.  
 
This year, participants in the Step-Up program engaged in an exciting collaboration with Spy Hop, a non-profit 
youth media arts and education center located in Salt Lake City. The students from the two organizations 
spent time working together to create new music to accompany choreography.  This synergistic collaboration 
provided students with opportunities for the development of critical thinking skills, experience in the 
importance of keeping pace with a creative timeline, and creative exploration in the methods of media art.  
Their collaborative work was performed for an audience at the Rose Wagner Performing Arts Center in 
December 2017.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Move-it Summer Workshop 

Ririe-Woodbury continues to offer summer workshops for intermediate and advanced level students, 
including qualified high school dancers. The two-week intensive explores dance technique, improvisation, 
choreography, media practice, and creative process.  Elective classes are offered in integrated ballet, dynamic 
practice, and yoga. The workshop concludes with a public showing of a new work performed by the Ririe-
Woodbury company dancers and choreography by workshop participants.  The classes run 9 am - 4 pm on 
weekdays.  

 

Ririe-Woodbury Step-Up Program Objectives: 
 

 Offer high school students the opportunity to engage in the art of dance both creatively and 
technically 

 Provide a professional atmosphere for study  

 Present a realistic view of the professional path for a dancer, i.e. the audition, rehearsal, and 
collaborative creative processes, and of course the performance 

 Assist pre-professional/pre-collegiate dance students in determining whether to pursue dance as 
a career 

 Provide mentoring from professional dancers 

 Involve students in activities and projects that support the Company 

 To reach out, connect, and strengthen the Company’s relationship with each student’s high 
school dance community 

 Provide a quality program that is financially available to all students  
 



 
The 2016 summer workshop departed from our usual practice of inviting a visiting guest artist to conduct 
workshop classes and choreograph a work on the Company.  Instead, Artistic Director Daniel Charon and all six 
Ririe-Woodbury dancers conducted creative process sessions and co-created three new works with the 
workshop students.  This provided a great opportunity for both dancers and students to work together in 
depth, building a stronger connection, and cultivate creative community. The resulting works were shared as 
part of the public showing.   
 
A few years ago, we began to include lunchtime forums as part of our workshop offerings. In the most recent 
workshop, Co-founder Joan Woodbury talked about the history of the company, Jena Woodbury shared her 
vision for running a successful professional dance company, and Gigi Arrington presented knowledge about 
education outreach programs. Ririe-Woodbury Development Director David Hodges also conducted a seminar 
to help assist young dancers present themselves professionally in writing.  We continue to look for innovative 
ways to help young, aspiring dancers succeed as they begin their professional journeys. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Workshop 

Ririe-Woodbury offers a one-week intensive workshop devoted specifically to high school and junior high 
school dance teachers. Classes are taught daily from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Rose Wagner Performing 
Arts Center.  We reach out to dance educators who work in public schools, as well as private studios, colleges 
and universities.  We also extend an invitation to new dance educators awaiting hire.  This past summer 21 
Utah dance educators attended.  
 
Ririe-Woodbury Dance Company alum Caine Keenan (a commercially successful performer in Mystere by 
Cirque do Soleil, Las Vegas) and Natalie Desch, (a dance faculty member at both Utah Valley University and 
Westminster College), taught and inspired participants the whole week with a variety of lesson plans.     
 
In the evaluations, participants expressed how much they enjoyed their learning experience in our 
improvisation classes.  These sessions were led by three different teaching artists: Ririe-Woodbury Alum and 
Limon Company Dancer Bradley Beakes, University of Utah School of Dance Faculty Member Stephen Koester, 
and the previously mentioned Caine Keenan.  Participants were also enthusiastic about the teacher forum, 
where they are able to exchange new teaching ideas. 
 
 
 
 

 

Move-it Workshop Objectives:  
 

 Expose students to a range of contemporary dance fundamentals and special topics 

 Expose participants to some of the most innovative, forward-thinking contemporary artists 
working in the fields of dance and theatre 

 Offer students the opportunity to choreograph, rehearse, and perform with skilled workshop 
faculty members 

 

 



 
Workshop evaluations comments:  
 

“I loved that they offered material that I can do and that I know my students will love”  
“I felt re-invigorated, encouraged and inspired to tackle the new school year.”  
“I loved everything, it was truly a great opportunity to network, with plenty of material to start the new 
year.” 

 

Winter Teacher Workshop in Collaboration with Repertory Dance Theater  

This year, Ririe-Woodbury and Repertory Dance Theater collaborated in a highly successful January workshop 
that was attended by over 30 teachers from all over the state (including a high school teacher from 
Washington district).  This workshop acted as a continuation of our summer events and provided a forum 
where educators could share their successes and challenges up to that point in the school year.  The five-hour 
professional development opportunity provided a short movement session, composition class, and the 
opportunity for a lively exchange of pertinent information.  It also provided fertile ground for communal 
brainstorming and productive problem solving. Ririe-Woodbury and RDT jointly offered re-licensure points for 
all Utah dance educators who attended.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Image from Ririe-Woodbury Dance Company’s Teacher Workshop 

 

Teacher Workshop Objectives: 
 

 Provide teachers with realistic, structured, non-threatening unique ideas on how to use dance in 
their classrooms or studios 

 Provide re-licensure points, USOE, and university credit to involved teachers 

 Provide networking and opportunities to share with other teachers 

 Provide opportunity to improve personal technical and creative skills 

 Provide exposure to innovative, contemporary guest artists and their craft 
 



 

Young Dancers Summer Workshops 

Three, two-day intensive workshops for high school students are held each summer at the Rose Wagner 
Performing Arts Center. Company dancers teach technique and a variety of elective classes each day from 9:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m., often with entire high school dance companies attending.  Additionally, we provide the 
opportunity to attend all six days of the workshop to the most dedicated and ambitious young dancers.  
During summer 2017, we had 218 passionate young dancers from 14 high schools in six school districts 
(Granite, Davis, Canyons, Jordan, Tooele, and Alpine), with ten individuals taking all six days of the Young 
Dancer Workshop. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Image from Ririe-Woodbury Dance Company’s Young Dancer Workshop 

 

Young Dancers Workshop Objectives:  
 

 Provide high school students with intensive training in technique 

 Help high school students develop skills in the elements of dance 

 Bring aspiring dancers to a professional setting where they gain exposure to a dance environment 

 To reach out, connect, and build relationship with Utah high school dance educators and their 
students  

 



 
 
 
 
 
Dancer Training Workshop 
 

Developing Company dancers as excellent and intuitive teachers of children is part of our mission. An 
important component of this professional training is a one-week workshop on creative teaching techniques for 
children. These sessions are led by the Company education director.  Over the course of the week, dancers 
work with various diverse groups of children. Education Director Ai Fujii Nelson, Outreach Director Juan Carlos 
Claudio, and other Company members observe and evaluate. This July, the Company is organizing a workshop 
called Step, Hop, Jump, which will work with students from area public schools, as well as children involved in 
Youth Programming of the Housing Authority of the County of Salt Lake.  Company dancers will work with 
these students as part of the process of learning how to be better teachers. In addition, we will hold 
workshops such as: strategies for working with middle school students, basic teaching terms in Spanish, and 
percussion accompaniment for creative movement classes. The Company as a whole benefits from learning 
different teaching styles and techniques, and from in-depth discussion on the philosophy and practice of 
creative teaching. By participating in this annual training, Ririe-Woodbury dancers leave the Company as able 
teachers of people of all ages.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dancer Training Objectives: 
 

 Encourage dancers to develop their own teaching philosophy while understanding the teaching 
mission of the company 

 Educate dancers about how to incorporate Utah dance core into their teaching 

 Provide professional dancers the opportunity to improve children’s dance teaching skills 

 Provide dance training for children ages four to twelve 
 

 

Total Workshop Services Provided: 

    Districts       Charter Schools      Schools     Instructional Hours       Teachers       Students 

          15                         6                        46                       231                            104                393 

 

 



Documentation of Three-Year Rotation to Charters and All Districts: 
Number of Schools Served in Each District: 
 
DISTRICT 
 

 
2014 – 2015  

 
        2015 – 2016 
 

 
2016 – 2017 

(Projected) 
2017 – 2018 

Alpine 4 8 6 X 

Beaver 0 0 3  

Box Elder 0 1 4 X 

Cache 0 0 9 X 

Canyons 13 13 9 X 

Carbon 0 3 0  

Daggett 3 0 0  

Davis 31 12 10 X 

Duchesne 2 0 0  

Emery 0 2 4  

Garfield 4 0 5  

Grand 0 0 0  

Granite 22 25 19 X 

Iron 0 0 4 X 

Jordan 8 11 9 X 

Juab 0 0 0 X 

Kane 1 0 1  

Logan 0 0 0  

Millard 0 0 2  

Morgan 1 1 0  

Murray 2 2 5 X 

Nebo 3 6 6 X 

North Sanpete 0 0 5  

North Summit 1 0 0  

Ogden 0 0 2 X 

Park City 1 3 2 X 

Piute 2 0 2  

Provo 0 1 3 X 

Rich 3 0 0  

Salt Lake City 17 21 14 X 

San Juan 0 0 0  

Sevier 1 1 4  

South Sanpete 0 0 0  

South Summit 2 2 1  

Tintic 0 0 1  

Tooele 1 7 6 X 

Uintah 4 0 0  

Wasatch 0 2 1  

Washington 1 1 4 X 

Wayne 0 2 0  

Weber 0 5 0 X 

Carter 14 15 16 X 

Total Schools Visited 125 144 157  

Total Districts Visited 23 21 27  

 



Summary of the Organization’s Self-Evaluation: 
 

Cost Effectiveness: Ririe-Woodbury Dance Company makes every effort to maximize resources to reach as 

many youth as possible during a given season. Free student matinees are included in our regular season 
performance schedule, which provides multiple opportunities for students and teachers to see performances 
of the highest production quality, while keeping expenses reasonable. The Company also makes every effort 
to ensure that time and financial means associated with our educational residencies reach the widest number 
of students and teachers possible. 
  
Procedural Efficiency: Ririe-Woodbury Dance Company coordinates with district arts coordinators, 

principals, and teachers to create educational residencies and activities that are specifically tailored to the 
needs of the schools.  Educational materials are provided to each school for advance preparation and post 
residency learning. Since the 1980s, the Company has maintained detailed records of each activity – including 
the number of students and teachers served, as well as grade level, school names, and school district visited. 
These records and program outcomes are consistently reviewed and evaluated in order to refine our 
programming for maximum effectiveness. 
 

Collaborative Practices: Ririe-Woodbury’s education program is strengthened by ongoing collaborations 

with school administrations, teachers, district administrators, parent/teacher organizations, and community 
leaders. For example, this past year we had a successful partnership with Spy Hop, which served area high 
school dancers and musicians by bringing them together in creative and artistic endeavors, ultimately sharing 
the result with the public through a performance. The success of our educational outreach has been achieved 
through the mutual efforts of these collaborators. We also enjoy a close association with the Utah State Board 
of Education and POPS organizations to assist in planning and facilitating our work in the schools, as well as 
looking closely at the efficacy of our programs in a peer-review process. We continue to connect with other 
non-profits for support in the development of new ideas and new collaborative opportunities. This year we 
also collaborated with administrators in the Box Elder, Cache, Garfield, Granite, Millard, Murray, Nebo, North 
Sanpete, Park City, Provo, Salt Lake, and Washington districts, along with administrators and teachers in the 
Alpine, Canyons, Davis, Emery, Iron, Jordan, Ogden, Sevier, South Summit, Tintic, Tooele, and Wasatch 
districts. We also continue to collaborate with the Beverley Taylor Sorenson arts specialists and faculty in arts 
education positions at Southern Utah University.  
 

Educational Soundness: Ririe-Woodbury Dance Company’s Education Program addresses the Utah core 

curriculum standards for dance with attention to the development of life skills through the creative process 

mandated by the Utah State Office of Education. We also conduct a six-day dancer training workshop which 

develops teaching skills through in-depth dissuasion of philosophy and creative teaching practices and 

demonstration classes taught by master teachers. Our education programs and materials are internally 

monitored using the expertise of Company Co-founder Joan Woodbury, as well as Education Director Ai Fujii 

Nelson and Outreach Director Juan Carlos Claudio. 

Professional Excellence: Ririe-Woodbury Dance Company enjoys a national and international reputation 

for excellence in performance and education. Retired Company Founders, Shirley Ririe and Joan Woodbury 
have had long and distinguished careers and the Company’s education program is still underpinned by their 
philosophy and their belief that dance is for everybody – no matter the race, gender, age, or socio-economic 
background a student might come from. The current Education Director, Ai Fujii Nelson, is committed to on 
the Company’s legacy and professional excellence. Ms. Nelson has taught extensively nationally and 
internationally and worked with multiple professional dance companies. The institutions she has taught for 
include University of Utah, Utah Valley University, Weber State University, Salt Lake Community College, 



University of Auckland (New Zealand), New York University Tisch School of the Arts, Stanford University, Ballet 
West, Tanner Dance, Salt Lake City Ballet, Repertory Dance Theater, and Touch Compass Dance Company 
(New Zealand).  Ms. Nelson has also worked with students from over 50 elementary schools across the state 
of Utah as a creative dance teacher. She uses her experience and knowledge in programming and executing 
the Company’s education activities for K-12 schoolchildren and maintains the high teaching standards of the 
Company dancers through annual dancer training workshops and regular mentoring.  Our dancer/teachers are 
full-time dance professionals and all hold university degrees in dance.  
 

The Resultant Goals and Plans for Continued Evaluation and Improvement: Ririe-Woodbury 

Dance Company continues to participate in POPS evaluations and in the development and improvement of our 
evaluation practices. We are also constantly considering new ways to use social media to solicit and receive 
immediate feedback on performances and other educational activities.  Additionally, we continue to train and 
improve the teaching skills of our fulltime dancers and are considering new strategies to reach children using 
new technologies – especially in the development of a new children’s show.  Also in the coming year, we are 
planning to teach Company dancer/teachers Spanish language phrases applicable to dance lessons, in 
response to the increasingly diverse classrooms in Utah schools.  
 

Evidence of Non-Profit Status: Ririe-Woodbury Dance Company is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization; tax I.D. 

#87-0294341 

   

   



 

 

 

 

 


